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Peter Explains on Pentecost

m The First Church History: The Acts of the Apostles
— Acts 2.14-42 — Peter’s Apology at Pentecost

But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them, "Men
of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give ear to
my words. For these men are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third
hour of the day; but this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:

‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares,
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,

and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall see visions,

and your old men shall dream dreams;
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yea, and on my menservants and my maidservants in those days

I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy.

And I will show wonders in the heaven above

and signs on the earth beneath,

blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke;

the sun shall be turned into darkness

and the moon into blood,

before the day of the Lord comes,

the great and manifest day.

And it shall be that whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’

"Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God
with mighty works and wonders and signs which God did through him in your midst,
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as you yourselves know— this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and
foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. But God
raised him up, having loosed the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him
to be held by it. For David says concerning him,

‘I saw the Lord always before me,

for he is at my right hand that I may not be shaken;
therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;
moreover my flesh will dwell in hope.

For thou wilt not abandon my soul to Hades,

nor let thy Holy One see corruption.

Thou hast made known to me the ways of life;

thou wilt make me full of gladness with thy presence.’
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"Brethren, I may say to you confidently of the patriarch David that he both died and
was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. Being therefore a prophet, and
knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would set one of his
descendants upon his throne, he foresaw and spoke of the resurrection of the Christ,
that he was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption. This Jesus God
raised up, and of that we all are withesses. Being therefore exalted at the right hand
of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has
poured out this which you see and hear. For David did not ascend into the heavens;
but he himself says,

‘The Lord said to my Lord, Sit at my right hand,
till I make thy enemies a stool for thy feet.'



+

Peter Explains on Pentecost

Let all the house of Israel therefore know assuredly that God has made him both Lord
and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified."

Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest
of the apostles, "Brethren, what shall we do?" And Peter said to them, "Repent, and
be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your
sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is to you and to
your children and to all that are far off, every one whom the Lord our God calls to
him." And he testified with many other words and exhorted them, saying, "Save
yourselves from this crooked generation.” So those who received his word were
baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand souls. And they
devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread
and the prayers.



Stephen Explains

— Acts 7.2-60 — Stephen’s Apology at His Martyrdom

"Brethren and fathers, hear me. The God of glory appeared to our father
Abraham, when he was in Mesopota’mia, before he lived in Haran, and said to
him, ‘Depart from your land and from your kindred and go into the land which I
will show you.' Then he departed from the land of the Chalde’ans, and lived in
Haran. And after his father died, God removed him from there into this land in
which you are now living; yet he gave him no inheritance in it, not even a foot's
length, but promised to give it to him in possession and to his posterity after
him, though he had no child. And God spoke to this effect, that his posterity
would be aliens in a land belonging to others, who would enslave them and ill-
treat them four hundred years. ‘But I will judge the nation which they serve,’
said God, ‘and after that they shall come out and worship me in this place.’
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And he gave him the covenant of circumcision. And so Abraham became the
father of Isaac, and circumcised him on the eighth day; and Isaac became the
father of Jacob, and Jacob of the twelve patriarchs.

"And the patriarchs, jealous of Joseph, sold him into Egypt; but God was with
him, and rescued him out of all his afflictions, and gave him favor and wisdom
before Pharaoh, king of Egypt, who made him governor over Egypt and over all
his household. Now there came a famine throughout all Egypt and Canaan, and
great affliction, and our fathers could find no food. But when Jacob heard that
there was grain in Egypt, he sent forth our fathers the first time. And at the
second visit Joseph made himself known to his brothers, and Joseph's family
became known to Pharaoh. And Joseph sent and called to him Jacob his father
and all his kindred, seventy-five souls; and Jacob went down into Egypt. And
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he died, himself and our fathers, and they were carried back to Shechem and laid
in the tomb that Abraham had bought for a sum of silver from the sons of Hamor in
Shechem.

"But as the time of the promise drew near, which God had granted to Abraham, the
people grew and multiplied in Egypt till there arose over Egypt another king who
had not known Joseph. He dealt craftily with our race and forced our fathers to
expose their infants, that they might not be kept alive. At this time Moses was
born, and was beautiful before God. And he was brought up for three months in his
father's house; and when he was exposed, Pharaoh's daughter adopted him and
brought him up as her own son. And Moses was instructed in all the wisdom of the
Egyptians, and he was mighty in his words and deeds.
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"When he was forty years old, it came into his heart to visit his brethren, the sons
of Israel. And seeing one of them being wronged, he defended the oppressed man
and avenged him by striking the Egyptian. He supposed that his brethren
understood that God was giving them deliverance by his hand, but they did not
understand. And on the following day he appeared to them as they were quarreling
and would have reconciled them, saying, ‘Men, you are brethren, why do you
wrong each other?' But the man who was wronging his neighbor thrust him aside,
saying, ‘Who made you a ruler and a judge over us? Do you want to kill me as you
killed the Egyptian yesterday?' At this retort Moses fled, and became an exile in the
land of Mid’ian, where he became the father of two sons.
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"Now when forty years had passed, an angel appeared to him in the wilderness of
Mount Sinai, in a flame of fire in a bush. When Moses saw it he wondered at the
sight; and as he drew near to look, the voice of the Lord came, 'T am the God of
your fathers, the God of Abraham and of Isaac and of Jacob." And Moses trembled
and did not dare to look. And the Lord said to him, "Take off the shoes from your
feet, for the place where you are standing is holy ground. I have surely seen the ill-
treatment of my people that are in Egypt and heard their groaning, and I have
come down to deliver them. And now come, I will send you to Egypt.’

"This Moses whom they refused, saying, ‘Who made you a ruler and a judge?' God
sent as both ruler and deliverer by the hand of the angel that appeared to him in
the bush. He led them out, having performed wonders and signs in Egypt and at
the Red Sea, and in the wilderness for forty years. This is the Moses who said to
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the Israelites, ‘God will raise up for you a prophet from your brethren as he raised
me up.' This is he who was in the congregation in the wilderness with the angel
who spoke to him at Mount Sinai, and with our fathers; and he received living
oracles to give to us. Our fathers refused to obey him, but thrust him aside, and in
their hearts they turned to Egypt, saying to Aaron, ‘Make for us gods to go before
us; as for this Moses who led us out from the land of Egypt, we do not know what
has become of him.' And they made a calf in those days, and offered a sacrifice to
the idol and rejoiced in the works of their hands. But God turned and gave them
over to worship the host of heaven, as it is written in the book of the prophets:

‘Did you offer to me slain beasts and sacrifices,
forty years in the wilderness, O house of Israel?
And you took up the tent of Moloch,



Stephen Explains

+

and the star of the god Rephan,
the figures which you made to worship;
and I will remove you beyond Babylon.’

"Our fathers had the tent of witness in the wilderness, even as he who spoke to
Moses directed him to make it, according to the pattern that he had seen. Our
fathers in turn brought it in with Joshua when they dispossessed the nations which
God thrust out before our fathers. So it was until the days of David, who found
favor in the sight of God and asked leave to find a habitation for the God of Jacob.
But it was Solomon who built a house for him. Yet the Most High does not dwell in
houses made with hands; as the prophet says,
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‘Heaven is my throne,

and earth my footstool.

What house will you build for me, says the Lord,
or what is the place of my rest?

Did not my hand make all these things?’

"You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the
Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. Which of the prophets did not your
fathers persecute? And they killed those who announced beforehand the coming of
the Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and murdered, you who received
the law as delivered by angels and did not keep it."
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— Acts 10.1-48 — The Conversion of Cornelius

At Caesare’a there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion of what was known as
the Italian Cohort, a devout man who feared God with all his household, gave alms
liberally to the people, and prayed constantly to God. About the ninth hour of the
day he saw clearly in a vision an angel of God coming in and saying to him,
"Cornelius." And he stared at him in terror, and said, "What is it, Lord?" And he said
to him, "Your prayers and your alms have ascended as a memorial before God. And
now send men to Joppa, and bring one Simon who is called Peter; he is lodging
with Simon, a tanner, whose house is by the seaside." When the angel who spoke
to him had departed, he called two of his servants and a devout soldier from
among those that waited on him, and having related everything to them, he sent
them to Joppa.
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The next day, as they were on their journey and coming near the city, Peter went
up on the housetop to pray, about the sixth hour. And he became hungry and
desired something to eat; but while they were preparing it, he fell into a trance and
saw the heaven opened, and something descending, like a great sheet, let down by
four corners upon the earth. In it were all kinds of animals and reptiles and birds of
the air. And there came a voice to him, "Rise, Peter; kill and eat." But Peter said,
"No, Lord; for I have never eaten anything that is common or unclean." And the
voice came to him again a second time, "What God has cleansed, you must not call
common." This happened three times, and the thing was taken up at once to
heaven.

Now while Peter was inwardly perplexed as to what the vision which he had seen
might mean, behold, the men that were sent by Cornelius, having made inquiry for
Simon's house, stood before the gate and called out to ask whether Simon who
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was called Peter was lodging there. And while Peter was pondering the vision, the
Spirit said to him, "Behold, three men are looking for you. Rise and go down, and
accompany them without hesitation; for I have sent them." And Peter went down
to the men and said, "I am the one you are looking for; what is the reason for your
coming?" And they said, "Cornelius, a centurion, an upright and God-fearing man,
who is well spoken of by the whole Jewish nation, was directed by a holy angel to
send for you to come to his house, and to hear what you have to say." So he called
them in to be his guests.

The next day he rose and went off with them, and some of the brethren from
Joppa accompanied him. And on the following day they entered Caesare’a.
Cornelius was expecting them and had called together his kinsmen and close
friends. When Peter entered, Cornelius met him and fell down at his feet and
worshiped him. But Peter lifted him up, saying, "Stand up; I too am a man." And as
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he talked with him, he went in and found many persons gathered; and he said to
them, "You yourselves know how unlawful it is for a Jew to associate with or to
visit any one of another nation; but God has shown me that I should not call any
man common or unclean. So when I was sent for, I came without objection. I ask
then why you sent for me."

And Cornelius said, "Four days ago, about this hour, I was keeping the ninth hour
of prayer in my house; and behold, a man stood before me in bright apparel,
saying, ‘Cornelius, your prayer has been heard and your alms have been
remembered before God. Send therefore to Joppa and ask for Simon who is called
Peter; he is lodging in the house of Simon, a tanner, by the seaside.’ So I sent to
you at once, and you have been kind enough to come. Now therefore we are all

here present in the sight of God, to hear all that you have been commanded by the
Lord.”
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And Peter opened his mouth and said: "Truly I perceive that God shows no
partiality, but in every nation any one who fears him and does what is right is
acceptable to him. You know the word which he sent to Israel, preaching good
news of peace by Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all), the word which was proclaimed
throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism which John
preached: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with
power; how he went about doing good and healing all that were oppressed by the
devil, for God was with him. And we are witnesses to all that he did both in the
country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a
tree; but God raised him on the third day and made him manifest; not to all the
people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and drank with
him after he rose from the dead. And he commanded us to preach to the people,
and to testify that he is the one ordained by God to be judge of the living and the
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dead. To him all the prophets bear witness that every one who believes in him
receives forgiveness of sins through his name."

While Peter was still saying this, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the word. And
the believers from among the circumcised who came with Peter were amazed,
because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles. For
they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter declared, "Can
any one forbid water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit
just as we have?" And he commanded them to be baptized in the hame of Jesus
Christ. Then they asked him to remain for some days.



Unity in the Holy Spirit

— Acts 15.1-29 — The Council at Jerusalem

But some men came down from Judea and were teaching the brethren, "Unless
you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved."
And when Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and debate with them,
Paul and Barnabas and some of the others were appointed to go up to
Jerusalem to the apostles and the elders about this question. So, being sent on
their way by the church, they passed through both Phoeni’cia and Samar’ia,
reporting the conversion of the Gentiles, and they gave great joy to all the
brethren. When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church
and the apostles and the elders, and they declared all that God had done with
them. But some believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees rose up,
and said, "It is necessary to circumcise them, and to charge them to keep the
law of Moses."
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The apostles and the elders were gathered together to consider this matter. And
after there had been much debate, Peter rose and said to them, "Brethren, you
know that in the early days God made choice among you, that by my mouth the
Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel and believe. And God who knows the
heart bore witness to them, giving them the Holy Spirit just as he did to us; and he
made no distinction between us and them, but cleansed their hearts by faith. Now
therefore why do you make trial of God by putting a yoke upon the neck of the
disciples which neither our fathers nor we have been able to bear? But we believe
that we shall be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they will."

And all the assembly kept silence; and they listened to Barnabas and Paul as they
related what signs and wonders God had done through them among the Gentiles.
After they finished speaking, James replied, "Brethren, listen to me. Simeon has
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related how God first visited the Gentiles, to take out of them a people for his
name. And with this the words of the prophets agree, as it is written,

‘After this I will return,

and I will rebuild the dwelling of David, which has fallen;

I will rebuild its ruins,

and I will set it up,

that the rest of men may seek the Lord,

and all the Gentiles who are called by my name,

says the Lord, who has made these things known from of old.’

Therefore my judgment is that we should not trouble those of the Gentiles who
turn to God, but should write to them to abstain from the pollutions of idols and
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from unchastity and from what is strangled and from blood. For from early
generations Moses has had in every city those who preach him, for he is read every
sabbath in the synagogues.”

Then it seemed good to the apostles and the elders, with the whole church, to
choose men from among them and send them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas.
They sent Judas called Barsab’bas, and Silas, leading men among the brethren,
with the following letter: "The brethren, both the apostles and the elders, to the
brethren who are of the Gentiles in Antioch and Syria and Cili’cia, greeting. Since
we have heard that some persons from us have troubled you with words, unsettling
your minds, although we gave them no instructions, it has seemed good to us,
having come to one accord, to choose men and send them to you with our beloved
Barnabas and Paul, men who have risked their lives for the sake of our Lord Jesus
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Christ. We have therefore sent Judas and Silas, who themselves will tell you the
same things by word of mouth. For it has seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us
to lay upon you no greater burden than these necessary things: that you abstain
from what has been sacrificed to idols and from blood and from what is strangled
and from unchastity. If you keep yourselves from these, you will do well. Farewell."
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m Chapter 5: The Church in the World

For Christians cannot be distinguished from the rest of the human race by country or language or
customs. They do not live in cities of their own; they do not use a peculiar form of speech; they
do not follow an eccentric manner of life. This doctrine of theirs has not been discovered by the
Ingenuity or deep thought of inquisitive men, nor do they put forward a merely human teaching,
as some people do. Yet, although they live in Greek and barbarian cities alike, as each man's lot
has been cast, and follow the customs of the country in clothing and food and other matters of
daily living, at the same time they give proof of the remarkable and admittedly extraordinary
constitution of their own commonwealth. They live in their own countries, but only as aliens.
They have a share in every-thing as citizens, and endure everything as foreigners. Every foreign
land is their fatherland, and yet for them every father-land is a foreign land. They marry, like
everyone else, and they beget children, but they do not cast out their offspring. They share their
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board with each other, but not their marriage bed. It is true that they are "in the flesh,” but they
do not live "according to the flesh." They busy themselves on earth, but their citizenship is in
heaven. They obey the established laws, but in their own lives they go far beyond what the laws
require. They love all men, and by all men are persecuted. They are unknown, and still they are
condemned; they are put to death, and yet they are brought to life. They are poor, and yet they
make many rich; they are completely destitute, and yet they enjoy complete abundance. They are
dishonored, and in their very dishonor are glorified; they are defamed, and are vindicated. They
are reviled, and yet they bless; when they are affronted, they still pay due respect. When they do
good, they are punished as evildoers; undergoing punishment, they rejoice because they are
brought to life. They are treated by the Jews as foreigners and enemies, and are hunted down by
the Greeks; and all the time those who hate them find it impossible to justify their enmity.



Vincentian Canon

m From Chapter 4, section 3 of the Commonitorium by
St. Vincent of Lerins (434 AD)

Now in the Catholic Church itself we take the greatest care to hold that which has
been believed everywhere, always and by all.



